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The Cum Rag is a compilation of art, writing and interviews with, by and for sex workers,

curated by peer educators at Vixen, Victoria's peer-only sex worker organisation.

Due to the volume and length of submissions received, we could not include everyone’s
submissions in this issue. If your contribution wasn’t included in this issue, be assured it will

be included in issue three!

We thank everyone who contributed to the content and production of this edition of the Cum

Rag. What follows is a snapshot of the highs and lows of whoring, from January 2023 to
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Through the Cum Rag, Vixen reflects our commitment to creating spaces by and for sex
workers. We recognise the power inherent in sex workers speaking for ourselves and through

" this zine, we aim to highlight the diversity of sex worker communities and sex workers’
orm for the voices of sex workers who are often written about,
k to, and of, the institutions and powers that impact
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Vixen recognises sex worker-produced media as a strategy of active resistance to these , __UFFENG L

institutions and powers. The processes involved in creating our own media - sex workers
focusing our time and creativity, contributing to a shared outcome, is a strategy for creating
stronger communities, Strong communities are an antidote to various forms of systemic

exclusion and repression.

the Cum Rag’s design and layout is largely handcrafted. This is in homage to the DIY zine
tradition, which sex workers spanning generations (and spanning the globe) have actively

contributed to and maintained as an important aspect of sex Worker culture. However, we also
hope to demonstrate that sex worker community-created media can be produced with minimal
access to resources. Any sex worker with scissors, glue, paper, pen, and an opinion can

issute_twq of the Cum Rag contains contributions from a wide range of sex workers, and as the
contributions we received over the past 12 months reflect, 2023 was a challenging year for
many of us. e

The Indigenous Voice referendum highlighted the racist underpinnings of “Australian” values
and reflected the inability of many “Australians” to merely acknowledge the ongoing brutality
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“Protecting and upholding family values” from the LGBTIQA+ “agenda” was increasingly used
as populist rallying rhetoric in Australia and internationally.

Locally, TERFs, SWERFs, and nazis rallied together on the steps of Parliament House,
(facilitated and protected by VicPol), united in their opposition to extending basic rights and

protections to the trans and gender-diverse community.
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Under a series of ever-increasingly repressive Acts, our LGBTIQA+ friends in Uganda were

subject to some of the world’s most repressive legislation, with the 2023 introduction of the
Anti-Homosexuality Bill. Sex workers are disproportionately lmpacted by this Bill, and many
activists were forced to seek exile and asylum internationally.

His Black Lover ................
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Hundreds of migrant sex workers’ workplaces were targetted by Operational Inglenook - a
national, multi-agency task force established in late 2022, to investigate “visa rorts, sex
trafficking, and foreign worker exploitation”. This task force was instigated following Christine
Nixon’s Rapid Review into the Exploitation of Australia’s Visa System, which recommended a
ban on non-Australian residents working in sex industry spaces. Nixon’s report was
undertaken in direct response to sensationalist and inaccurate media reports in National Nine
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Always Wanted ..............

of beloved community members, friends, comrades, and lovers. Our loss, anger, and sadness
were expressed through street art, craft circles, direct actions, texts gatherings, and rituals.
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Sex workers continued to experience barriers to accessing justice for crimes committed
(against us) in work situations. Unfortunately, many sex workers reported their most
significant barrier to justice was the police. Sex workers shared that their attempts to report
crimes were not taken seriously.and they were subject to infantilising and patronising
attitudes by police. Some sex workers attributed police inaction to increased risks to their
"BHSZUS HAIN-WHIFFED MON
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Vixen publicly issued a solidarity statement, and many sex workers regularly participated in
solidarity actions, however, sadly sex workers in several spaces were unable to reach a

\fl However, despite these, and many more challenges in 2023, it was also a year in which sex
workers continued to be loud, proud advocates in public and community spaces, using a
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Following years of sex worker-led campaigning for law r
decriminalisation was implemented on 1 December, increasing sex workers’ options over how
and where we work, and who we work with. To celebrate these reforms, Vixen utilised the
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More Than A Brother ............
All Qur Brothers ...................
CryUncle ...

Leather & Chains

RGUG Similarly, on International Sex Worker Pride Day, 14 September, Vixen screened No Human

Hard Hold ..... Involved This screening was attended remotely by long-term sex worker activist, PJ Starr,

Prisoner of St. % : Dark Hole Men ......

Rory's Slavebo | e g bl : t,,“ ” Hiker Hunks ..........

Leather & Rope ... | e e - _ The New Roommati
1 FlNLAND BOOK Q Hell's Hardhats ..



Migrant sex workers had a year of relentless advocacy and activism, challenging Operation
Inglenook, immigration policies, and sex work abolitionists in national policy spaces.

: # y
Similarly, despite phase one of sex work decriminalisation deeming street-based sex work no
longer an offence (provided it is not ‘near’ certain institutions, during certain times, and on
certain proscribed days), street-based sex workers continued to be targetted and profiled by

police under drug war policing and so-called street crime and anti-social behaviour

As you read through the creative writing and stories, articles, comics, poetry, and musings,
and peruse the art included in this issue of the Cum Rag, we hope you find contributions that

inspire and uplift you. You may also find contributions that will challenge and confront you!

wole 9 E T INCUIVIE rs ALGER. ple de-
sign, it's incredibly effective in producing the feelings you
want. The filf Vixen does not explicitly condone or condemn any of the views, and/ or creative expressions
and makesj . i - : : -
e S included and articulated in the following pages. the Cum Rag merely aims to provide space
12-inches ol for contributions from all sex workers - including those of us who have been historically
better it fecll misrepresented and/or deliberately excluded from other media spaces. In keeping with this
more remal aim, this issue specifically focuses on platforming little-known whore-stories (histories) of
for postagfll resistance, to demonstrate that sex workers across the globe have been at the fore of

and giv 5 e : i
i gme; transgressive liberatory actions for centuries!

S

Vixen recognises and respects the diversity of all workers in the sex industry. There is no one
way of working or experience of sex work that is common to all sex workers and we hope that

fl L
| [:M[E[]HY 2 . B Vixen aims to distribute the Cum Rag to a diversity of sex worker communities through our
RESTRICTED. Sl intersectional outreach teams. If you didn’t have an opportunity to contribute to this issue of
WAHMNE : ﬂ-“S i ”fe Cum Rag, we encourage you to send us contributions for inclusion in future editions.
MMEHIM MAY Sl Similarly, if your contribution was not included in this issue of the Cum Rag, be assured it will
¥ be included in the next issue! We aim to produce a new zine every 3-6 months. We encourage

[%”S FENEE B you to submit comics, rants, art, drawings, poetry, photos, stories and musings - the absurd,

the ridiculous, the tragic, the political.. — l

we reserve the right to edit
contributions that do not align with Vixen’s values of anti-racism/ anti-sexism/
anti-fascism/anti-transphobia and anti-homophobia/ ageism/ ableism/ drug shaming/ prejudice
against unemployed people/ discrimination against unhoused people/ and contributions which
explicitly support carceral solutions including the police, the prison-industrial complex, and
other State institutions which systemically marginalise and oppress sex worker communities.

, o~ gy 2.1 . - = -
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Not because | loved it there or the clients were amazing or because | made a crazy amount
of money.

But because th liked me. And not in a way where they tell m
am all the time, they just show up, the like is in their actions rather than words.

| And that's not to say | am disliked at home or that | don't enjoy being affirmed and validated,

but the effortlessness of existing was a comfort | haven't felt on that level in so long.

| never knew how t be around women, they weren’t something that was nurturing or safe or

homely to me; they were sharp and pointy people on a hair trigger; and so were men but just
in a different way. Less manipulative and calculated sharpness. More careless and scary.

It makes you wonder why | spend days of my life stuffed into a room with women whose
periods have synced up. Makes you wonder why I put on my silly little heels and parade
myself in front of your dad in hopes he will pay my rent. But | do, and it fills me with anguish
and excitedness and gratitude.

All of this being said, | have never experienced the sisterhood that | experience in the girl's
room in a brothel. Women are inherently powerful and beautiful, the act of being brought
together with the common interest of getting fucked and making money is a way | have
never seen any other group unite. That's power.







TO POETRY WHAT A COCK WARMER IS TO A LOVER

To be an artist | think
is to have an art HABIT

Like a drug habit you don't get to choose

whether you are an addict or dependant

It swirls around inside you until you get it out

expressed as marks down your arm  or in poetry
that is

wounds imprinted [inflicted]

on others’ nervous system

My brain is a cracked and imperfect vessel
often losing the better part of memory
slipping and dripping like molasses drip

by drip by

drip by drip

drip drip

The reason that my little sister became a whore

was she saw the most beautiful women in her community
looked to the most beautiful woman in my community
and saw  to be a whore did not just fund transition
but carved a dysphaoria within

That if survived would push to overcome

[She looked to that glow up as if it were
a cure to cancer]



POWELL
SEFP. 25, 1960
MAY 20, 2009

In August 2023, long-term sex worker rights activist, PJ Starr, graced the streets of Naarm/ Melbourne to
host a screening of No Human Involved, a documentary she produced and directed.

Several Vixen staff and volunteers attended the screening, and following the film, we were invited to speak
to the audience about Vixen’s work. We also spoke about the issues impacting historically criminalised sex
worker communities, and recent law reform efforts as unfinished, with a demand that full decriminalisation
be extended to all sex workers.

The following day, Vixen hosted PI Starr at our office. Whilst at the Vixen space, PJ kindly agreed to an
exclusive interview with a Cum Rag correspondent.

To mark International Sex Worker Rights Day, on 14 September, Vixen hosted a subsequent screening
of No Human Involved. Despite the significant time zone differences, PJ (remotely) attended the
screening to introduce and speak to the film.

Many thanks to PJ for her gencrosity in agreeing to the interview below, and for sharing No Human Involved
with local sex workers!

Cum Rag: Many thanks for agreeing to this interview. Could you tell us a little bit about yourself
and what you are doing in Naarm/ Melbourne?

P.J. Starr: I am PJ Starr, a sex worker rights activist and a filmmaker. I am an Australian, and [

currently live in the United States. Last night, in Melbourne we held a screening of a film I directed
and produced - No Human Involved.
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Cum Rag: What were the quite disgusting and confronting circumstances that led to you creating
No Human Involved?




P.J. Starr: The film was sparked by the death of Marcia Powell, in Arizona in 2009. Marcia was a
street-based sex worker. She had been arrested many times by the police in Phoenix. Repeated
police harassment is a common occurrence in Arizona.

Consequently, Marcia ended up being sentenced to 27 months in prison. Typically, if your sentence
IS over a year, you go to prison rather than jail. She was in prison and was tortured by prison guards,
who left her in the sun for 4 hours until she collapsed and later died. Her life support was abruptly
disconnected by the Director of the Arizona Department of Corrections, without seeking permission
or family members' consent. So that's the incident..

The film is not solely about that.. It's about the community's response to her death. In the film, we
move from a mainstream response, with religious figures discussing her as a victim, and then we
follow other activists who, while respecting the response of some religious leaders in providing
Marcia a burial place, shift the focus towards community radicalization. So we follow them out of
the church and into spaces of radicalization for prison abolition and sex worker rights.

g | P.J. Starr: In the US, across many years, police used this term in different jurisdictions to write on

s o 5 ’ 2 n he

7 reports and make notes, stating that there was "no human involved. Thls. meant that thzreT \gf-astrelgn
neid {0 investigate what happened in an incident, even if someone was killed or harmed. 1his ter

was primarily used in situations where sex work'ers-, drug users, 01|‘ Blacl;peoplqiiv&«;ctli re1 m;,()glsoila;[;:;
authorities essentially dismissed these cases, claiming they weren t worth investigating

resources to. |
this case is because that was the system's attitude towards Marcia
this term, but it's a fact that it was
s fights back to seek justice.

The reason I used this term for

Powell's death. They simply didn't care. Police now deny using
. The community al“fay

Tl

Curp Rag: Can you tell us about the various communities that came together to support the struggle |
for justice for Marcia, and the strategies activists used to draw attention to the issuc? What systemic

barriers did the community face in this process, and what were some of the successes and positive
outcomes that were achieved?
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1 DEATH.OF MARLIA POREL

~ PJ Star: In the film, there are many people, so you'll have to come to the screening to get the whole
waadl picture.

But we do follow Peggy Plews, who is a prison abolitionist. Her effective strategy is to speak in
front of the sites of power or responsibility. For example, she goes to the Arizona Department of
Corrections and stands right in front of their door, naming all the people directly killed by them,
’DLV[ directly addressing the system, saying, "You killed them.”

HEOEATH OF MAR

When you see the list of names she and others mention, you realize how many people have died, not
' just Marcia, but many others. Peggy and others organized "chalk-a-thons" across a five-year period,
where people created art, murals, and wrote names to commemorate those killed.

Monica Jones, a Black trans activist, was arrested during the film and started rallying about her
own case. She brought together legal resources to fight her arrest, which 1s rare in the US, where
people are often pressured to plead guilty, even if they are innocent, due to the lack of resources for
a legal fight. Monica is fighting against a law called "Manifesting the Intent to Prostitute," which
we s allows arrests based on appearance.

TLIFC FOR /
GOTTER.

" There are also individuals who were incarcerated with Marcia Powell and have used online I
research to investigate why and how she died.

F - Kini Seawright, whose son was also killed by the Arizona Department of Corrections, initiated the
ﬂfﬂi Seawright Prison Justice Project to memorialize her son and fight for change. Kini knows the ?ﬂ
system well and has done many interviews, raising awareness through her personal story.

HEDEATHOF HARC
| PamtL

Cum Rag; [f people want to learn more about the work that these activists are undertaking, and
that you're undertaking, where can they find information?

ws . pJ Starr: There is a website, nohumaninvolvedfilm.com, and social media accounts such as ®
1LIFE FORGOTTEN IFE FORGOTTEN. ?

ALMs1 [nstagram, Free_Marcia. These resources can link you to others. P

For instance, Monica Jones is working on the "Outlaw Project," designing Black trans-led
housing in Tucson, Arizona. Tucson has agreements to not arrest sex workers, a significant step

IDWEH forward.

aummeess ooy worker advocacy and activism have led to these changes.
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PJ Starr: Absolutely. The police didn't just decide to stop arresting sex workers one day It required
- arguments and years of organizing. In Phoenix, arrests continue, but Tucson, where Monica is

setting up a housing project, has had policy successes. The project will be expanded to prov1de
housing for sex workers, and trans s people.

0 Cum Rag: What can sex workers in Naarm/ Melbourne do to support the

struggle in Arizona?

PJ Starr: Watching the film, learning about it, and making global connections through social media
are great ways to support. Just communicating with each other and showing support by reaching out | .
§ canbea tremendous heip \%
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A Jolly Good Day for Vengeance Against a Rotten Egg

Infamous sex pest Stephen Jolly found himself with egg on his face at

the Save Public Housing Rally in Narrm on Saturday, in retribution for his v ) . opeq crmsoo §oge ,._A..
prolific sexual violence against sex workers and other women in the | umop 729 dn 199 JWo Yl vman
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This well known rapist has been allowed to push his way into grassroots ! usoﬂwﬂuemwsm _.u,.w,._&u,
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the face is a small price to pay for his disgusting violence against , | ’ wuhmﬁm %@Nﬁpﬁ
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Prostitution is commonly rendered as an inherently a-political profession. A crippling,
steel-clad boot in the bollocks to that assertion! As anti-workerists we believe in the
formula: Least amount of labour/ for Highest rates of pay. We have no interest in
careerism or ‘respectable’ lowly paid employment. As avowed HORIZONTALISTS, we find
the narrative of the romanticised working class (i.e/ happy but poor) ‘noble’ proletarian as
deeply offensive as the enduring Orientalist myth of the ‘noble savage’. We fundraise on
our own terms to enable our Autonomy, the time and freedom to realise and unleash our
own latent Power, and to bestow solidarity on those we respect in their offensive actions
against systemic control. As Prostitutes, we make more cash in hand in the grimy
undergrowth than working for the legitimated boss. We revel in our outlaw criminal status.

THEREFORE We have no desire to reform the system. We are dedicated to its Total
Destruction!

Prostitutes have unique access to the ‘elite’: the industrialists, maggot-strates, our fine
representative politicians, religious leaders, the ultra-rich and their lackeys in the filth.
Those who urgently press their grubby money on us, out of a pathetic desire for
affirmation and as an antidote to their miserable lives. And thereby we have the power to
wreak terror and humiliation upon them! We are uniquely placed to expose their hypocrisy
and pathetic predilections... when they pay us to shit on their faces we take so much more
pleasure in that act than their insulated, retarded emotional responses could comprehend.

Under our saccharine smiles and feigned delight, we are watching. Waiting for our moment
to strike, to humiliate, expose, and torture those who are directly complicit in perpetuating
the systems of state conftrol, fascistic capitalist repression and social war. We covertly,
creatively unleash our rage.

Taste OUR WAR, scumbags!

H
PRO-festoll
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Anarchists and sex workers have traditionally existed at the margins of society. Both
whores and anarchists are commonly associated with criminality, and deviance. We
are viewed with suspicion.. perpetrators of subversive behaviors that are
unacceptable to hetero-normative Judeo-Xtian culture’s moral values and legal

codes. ,
As anarchists and whores, bodily autonomy is fundc:mem‘al.'ro our belief systems and
praxis. We reject traditions and policies T.hu’r attempt to police, con'rr_ol, and profit
from our bodies, as vehemently as we relfzct the stale mora.l fo_unc!q’n?ns that
underpin and maintain the norms of dominant culture and its institutions.

Through the deliberate rejection of oppressive State and spc!o—culfural norms and
mechanisms, we exist on the margins of society. In these liminal spaces we challenge
ourselves to transgress patriarchal and mono'rheis'ric s'rructu'res of c.on'rrol,-cmd .
-develop ideological theories and praxis r_eflechng the negation o_f hlgrarch.lcfal social
(and interpersonal) relationships, emancipated from the oppressive imposition of the
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front line antifascist, anti-authoritarian, and anti-colonial campaigns.. From sex
workers resisting colonial expansionism, to contemporary street mobilisations in
Naarm/ Melbourne against the NSN- whores have a proud tradition of using our
unique skills for political actions.

Meet a mere handful of militant, international whores of yore- women whose
memories and stories we have a responsibility to share with each other. Through

familiarity with - and retelling of - their stories, we pay homage to their rebellious
fearlessness and resilience, and gain inspiration for our own efforts in continuing the
¥ tradition of prostitutes embracing creative transgression and praxis. :

e — —_— —

Fuck smashing the glass ceiling- we prefer smashing glass windows!
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Songs celebrating the ferocity and fearlessness of the Red Lanterns included the lines

(W comb their hair- they cut off foreigner’s heads! Women don’t bind their feet-
laughing!”
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“Women don’t 3
they kill foreigners

Lin Hei'er (1871 - 1900) was a Chinese rebel, prostitute, and skilled acrobat with martial arts
knowledge, who became the leader of the Red Lantern unit of female soldiers- a network
\A-.fhose goal was to end the foreign invasion of China in 1900 by the 8-power allied forces
(including: Austria, France, Germany, Britain, Italy, Japan, Russia, and America). In response

to the occ_upcxﬁon of China, numerous grassroots networks, such as the Red Lanterns, formed
across China, with the intention of attacking foreign occupiers.

Lin personally organized and commanded the Red Lantern unit, and recruited prostitutes,
beggars and peasants into her ranks, rejecting well-to-do women as useless "lotus feet”.

Lin’s powers were reputedly much greater than those of other Red Lantern women. She was
renowned for her ability to heal the sick and wounded, craft battle plans, lead the unit into
battle, and the ability o undo screws on foreign cannons.

Women in the Red Lantern were able to live outside of traditional Confucian expectations. For
example, they did not set their hair in the traditional way and did not bind their feet. They
wore red coats and trousers, red hats, and red shoes, and each carried a red lantern.

The women of the Red Lanterns were trained for up to five months in order to cultivate their
powers. They were said to be able to leap up to heaven when they waved their red fans, and
were reputed to be able to walk on water, fly, set fire to Christians’ homes, and stop their guns.

In a battle at Tianjin in July 1900, Lin was captured and executed. She reportedly died a calm
and stoic death, which inspired the withesses to her execution. Despite her death, her legacy

continued - foreign enemies, in fear of her supernatural powers, weresreputed to flee when red
lanterns were put up on the boats along the Grand Canal.

AR LRSS SLYECF UL T O S KTIOY




Emma Goldman: Attempted }
Industrialist Assassination,
Funded Through Street Sex Work

=l e

“When prostitution became an organized institution under priestly influence, religious prostitution

developed utilitarian sides, thus helping to increase public revenue. The rise of Christianity to political
power produced little change in policy. The leading fathers of the Churc.. rolerated prostitution.
Pope Clement I1I. issued a bull that prostitutes would be tolerated if they pay a certain amount of their

earnings to the Church. ) ) ) . .
Pope Sixtus IV. was more practical; from one single brothel, which he himself had built, he received an

income of 20,000 ducats. . -
In modern times the Church is a little more careful in that direction. At least she does not openly

demand tribute from prostitutes. She finds it much more profitable to go in for real estate, for instance,
to rent out death traps at an exorbitant price to those who live off and by prostitution.

(Note: in contemporary times, religious institutions continue to profit from sex r/arkers; commonly by
i g y - , o 2 « £y - »
misrepresenting migrant workers as “trafficking victims” in need of “rescuing”, and “rehabilitation”.

H iqi izati ignificant funds
Raid, rescue, and rehabilitation programs facilitated by religious organizations ;r;{;qcrizrfg:#;f?c;as
from hapless parishioners, and murky international funding sources that promote abolition g :

i 1 iSti jects that aim
similarly, certain local governments are extremely generous in their support to Christian proj

to “exit” sex workers from the industry. }

“To the moralist
prostitution does not
consist so much in the fact
that the womansells her
body, but rather that she
sells it out of wedlock. ”

These are a few of many quotes from Emma Goldman- one of whore-story’s best known
anarchists, active in the 1800s, and into the 1900s.

Through her prolific work critiquing the role of the State and its relationship to the hypocrisies
of monotheistic religious morality, specifically in relation to the role of women, Emma
recognised prostitution offered women more autonomy than the traditional social roles
expected of women at the time. (e.g. Options (and aspirations) for middle class women were to
marry well and become a lady of the house, with hired help to ease the burden of domestic
dr_udgery; and for lower-class women, options similarly involved becoming a housewife (albeit
without paid help), yet with the “freedom” to work in lowly paid exploitative wage situations,
often for housewives of a higher class.)

In her sex work analysis, Emma viewed prostitutes as freer than housewifes - recognising that
prostitutes get paid for sex and may refuse the act if they choose, while the housewife is
expected to offer herself to her husband at all times with the expectation of minimal -if any -
compensation.

One of Emma’s lovers, Alma Sperry, was also a sex worker, and contributed both financially
and ideologically to Emma, influencing her critique of gender roles. So, it was no shock that
Emma would engage in sex work with the aim of fundraising for covert cnar;hist clctrion.

7
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i In 1892, Emma was particularly horrified by the actions of a wealthy industrialist, Henry Clay =
L]

",.(——""_-
F A%(}-‘Frick. At the time she was a lowly-paid employee in an ice-cream parlor, and it was from here
S -

that she became involved in plans to assassinate Frick. As her wages provided a less than
mma began sex work to raise money to fund the assassination plot against =

3 meager income, E

{X\\ESE Frick. - _ ’Eb
B ¢ " Emma spent her nights over several subsequent weeks as a Street based sex worker in an ;‘ B

A effort to raise the funds needed to procure tools for Frick’s assassination.

ETRY Am o

tempt was unsuccessful; however it highlights a tradition

_ of revolutionary anarchist women sex working to fund political actions.

"”F/.-A%C-{ Ultimately, alas, the assassination at

ECTB

g erica. The informal network is
» 8
\ % E ;ESE- i made up of dedicated antifascist sex workers who specifically target “Males Who Are
) Q-Anon.’Q-AdjacentlAIt-Right/MAGAJ‘ Proudboy/ patriots & peripherals'".
¥ Y\ - Lo - Rl S £
A common strategy involves overcharging alt-right clients for sexual services in order to divert their
,4'—'"—"'.-—
# %C] resources away from shady or potentially violent activities. )
1 _ “Some chud sending me $500 for 10 minutes of my time is $500 less spent on travel expenses for fascist i
s

demonstrations or weapons, and I'm a-okay with that.”
FEE—— 2 —

o L FE RO N e ———
;‘\-\E'SE Other sex workers use strategies such as, “working on deprogramming Trump supporters and forcing them REb
4 L

T

to read Black feminist literature and make donations to several Black and indigenous charities. ”

1 e i
—— 7;‘__—_————E v
DBN‘ w Some sex workers pass their info and intel to their local antifa chapter | ]DN\ :
’-; AN aS _,n\@ '

A ATOTOVAS
F A pro-domme offers “Trump Conversion Therapy” on her clients, a tactic that earned her a surge of session )
‘___‘-‘ requests from conservative men seeking help for their warped ideologies. A domme who specifically s

g '*Eﬁ entertains humiliation fetishes, jokingly modeled the program after the gay conversion therapy efforts
q\;\ SE supported by Mike Pence and the cult-like brainwashing tactics Trump used to rally the alt-right,.
; i | -‘ e :_‘_”
DEONY fULi A '
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FP@C}S Fascists fear subversive sex workers

PRy E S TR AT . DY 5 BT
h In 1937, the Italian fascist state of Mussolini recognised th b é : o " i
2 » g e subversive tendencies and attitude of sex l

? workers- not to mention their access fo intelligence thru their clienteel, who included members of th
BN‘-‘ regime’s voluntary militia - commonly known as the Blackshirts. =

R

. ¢ B emgE SR
’,—/T%__TQTQ‘m Eareilia expressed anti

A number of sex wo
gnosed as "delirious, confused and aggressive” and sentenced to several

{
1 3
o FP\ orders and were arresfed, dia
ol et W8 | s in o mental asylum. =
STRAT L R b 5% e A D5 2 T

PRV E 5 B, e ra v L BTSSR T = =
T\.\ESE During the time of Italian fascism, prostitution was legal, and like many other “legal” frameworks, was REb St
‘ it ' :

_fascist sentiments were imprisoned under mental health S

regulated by the State. Sex work took place in what was called a "folerated sex alcove” - in effect,
delines. For example, sex workers had to undergo

| % nwha
§ BN-W brothels that were forced to operafe under strict gui
O fortnightly medical exams. 1f these women ever acted out of turn for any reason, they would be arrested
blic decency”. And then, once they were arrested, they would often make

and accused of "violating pu
4 their predicament worse by calling the fascist regime out. When they did that, the eventual punishment

was very harsh.
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Love and Anarchy (or in ltalian: Film
d’amore e d’anarchia, ovvero:
stamattina alle 10, in via dei Fiori,
nella nota casa di tolleranza...’Film
| of love and anarchy, or rather: this
morning at 10, in via dei Fiori, in the
well-known brothel ...") is a 1973
Italian film directed by Lina
Wertmiiller..

S S5
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Set in Fascist Italy, the film centers
on an anarchist who seeks lodging
in a brothel while preparing to
assassinate Benito Mussolini. The
anarchist falls in love with a sex
worker, who provides essential
support to the assassination
mission by facilitating intel
gathering opportunities targeting
fascist cops.

ol

This film explores the depths of
emeotions concerning love, hatred
for fascism, and fear of death.
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Shunned and branded
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Maria Degli Espositi was arrested in Bologna in 1928 for \nolahng "decency measures”, Maria said to the
police officer: "If Mussolini were dead, you wouldn't be arresting me.” She was diagnosed as "insane and
pcrcmmd” and her case was filed under "homeless anti-fascist prostitute”. Her comments got her thrown
in an asylum for over 10 years.

-% v i l‘“

J
/<710

A Czech nurse- who
has alas never been
named- contracted a
sexually-transmitted
disease after being
raped by Nazi soldiers
in the South Bohemian

| town of Trebon, during

the 1938 occupation of
the then unified
Czechoslovakian state.

|

The woman worked as
a nurse in a local
hospital, where she
was tasked with
caring for wounded
German soldiers. In
revenge for the
assault she endured,
the Czech nurse soon
became the focal point
of local community
gossip as it became
known she was being
intimate with the Nazi
soldiers in her care.

a whore by the

1 residents of Trebon for

her sluttish ways and
presumed

- G,

"It soon became known

It < 71O 710 g

collaboration,
attitudes toward the
nurse changed when
swathes of soldiers
began complaining of
irritated and painful
genitals.

in the community that
she was deliberately
infecfing the Nazi
troops with sexually
transmitted infections.

e Jhﬂ
Effectively, she took i ,§\ 5 '
out an entire it { '
occupying unit of 4 3 = g .
fascists, however, it N é
was not long before 2 B =
the Nazis got wind of ¥ N %‘;’3&'
this one woman i.,.a i&i '
resistance and ordered | ?.‘é b
her execution at the ! ' E
hands of the Gestapo. :
Her name is unknown, PPRSCHIS
buta n_1e-mor|al respecting her use of
recognising cmdi unorthodox,

anti-fascist strategy is
placed outside her
residence.
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Wong So Ying:|Anarchist
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Bomber, who|Sought out &
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The Outcome of Anarchistic
Ideas.

The following is a further authorised
statement relative to the recent bomb ‘out-
rage in Kuala Lumpur :—

The inquiries being progecuted by the

officers of the Police and Chinese Pro-
tectorate departments have resulted in
extablishing the fact that the outrage
was prompted by no personal animosity
against any particular individual or offi-
eial, but was the outcome of anarchistic
ideas, The woman, who was seli-educat-
ed and educated in opposition to the
wishes of her parents is obsessed with
an idea of grievance against the world in
genetral,

Mr. Blair, the Government Analyst,
has ascertained that*the bomb was fitted

with a dry cell batlery and weas exploded
by pressing a switch. Fortunately the

contents of the bomb were not tightly

|

seditious Self-education in Singapore

packed and the lack of resistance re-

A I 1

EE /@ 5aN s

’s brothels

Wong So Ying, a young Chinese woman, met a member of a leftist tendency within the Kuomintang
Society, whilst working in a Singaporean brothel. They maintained an on-and-off relationship, with Wong
utilising political contacts she cultivated during the affair to inform her own political analysis. Wong
began with.speaking about politics in the presence of men who shared her anti-British sentiment, and
moved in the same circles as anarcho-syndicalist and print workers’ unionists.

7 FARAN /FW-BN /FAN |-V |FD-AN |-

On 23 Jan 1925, Wong undertook an autonomous, “propaganda of the deed” attentat, bombing the
Office of the Protector of Chinese in Kuala Lumpur (in Malaya, then under British rule). The initial target
of the assassination was the High Commissioner of the Federated Malay States and Governor of the

Straits Settlements, however when this hit proved untenable, Daniel Richards, the Protector of Chinese,

was identified as a target.

—

Newspapers at the time noted that Wong was dressed in a modern style, had a bob haircut, wore a white
jacket, black skirt, and white stockings, moved confidently, and spoke fluent English and Malay-

undoubtably skills she developed through sex work.
' ] =~z !
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The Straits Times reported that she was “self-educated against the will of her parents”, was known to
anarchists in China, and familiar with Chinese anarchist publications.

Wy AW WA

A Despite Wong’s attempted assassination succeeding only in wounding Richards, Wong’s bombing was

celebrated in several Chinese anarchist newspapers, one of them calling her “China’s Sophia
._umwowmxo.,\o*z. British interrogators were unable to crack Wong and she was sentenced to 10 years
Imprisonment. Wong committed suicide in prison following her arrest, leading to anti-British boycott
actions by Chinese anarchists in Guanggzhou.

NA NTA SYA ST SV S

*Sophia Perovskaya was a Russian revolutionary who was active in orchestrating the assassination of Csar

Alexander II of Russia
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My name is Lucky, and | am a Thai migrant worker. |
_u_,oSo_m full-service work, and | like to refer to my work
m@._m as a fantasy entertainer. It all started with a
customer who used drugs and brought their own glass,
and it seemed unhygienic. Then, | had an idea to make:
it more artistic, beautiful, and hygienic.

| began to self-learn glass blowing, practising blowing
into different shapes, adding more colours, beauty,
value and integrating innovative thinking. | received
great feedback, and customers became more '
interested, feeling enchanted not only through sexual
services but also appreciating and falling in love with-
my artistic and skilful creations.




‘sqINgns

ulsypou 8y} 0] SqINgNS UIB)SES Byl wol) Huljjeael) yuom oo}
e pey | aw Buij|) sem yiepy ‘mou 1ybuing “jasAw aq {jim jeuy)
Alinjedoy ‘|aas] |BaJ B U0 uosiad B Ylm 198UU00 |Im | ABp 8U0
aghew pue ‘Bunsneyxa S| "15e| 8y} uey) Juebeaeljxa aiow
pue ._mzmj a0 0} MOYS L0Ea Juem | puy "82s(d Ue aoueullopad

osied e se Jjesfw 88s jou op |

e 1doouco B we

‘5111 @snedaq ‘dn pexonj SPUNOS 1By} mouy | “simny sy} Ul

11 1094100 O} MOY MOUY | 08 Ssaulbn auy BuisAjeue aliym josiul
10 sped Ax8s pue 10y 8y} |[B UD1BmM UBD | 35NEI3Y sjunone) Al
S| Joliw e o juoly up Bupiony ‘auiw ing siy jou ‘10 aw 186 1eY)
11 J0 @ouewIoMad BUL JO X8S BU} S} JI MO 1U0p | SSWRILOS

nav
pIP 24 UDIYAA "W Xony 03 Aauinol
SINUIL-GY 8} 9yew o) pey isni 8y pue S1sqam auj uo sanjoid
Al MBS 8 PIES 2L} INQ 3l MO 3, B WY Amouy
Luplp | "wdg Joy Bunjooq e yim AJBIp 2} Ul SWeu siy Buleeas
pue Aep 1y Ul Buiwod Jsquistal | ay e Ul Buppom
sem | [ayoiq 8u Ul Aepsan wopuel g uo Wle 1w sy |




e and cold cups of tea in the smokers.

| Buying each other a red bull from the vending

Secret intel on the client that wants to cum on your feet and pull your hair.

h

Partly to stay awake.

“If you call him a filthy slut he will cum quicker.”

Mostly to piss on the 9pm regy]

We can make it t} 1 this shift.
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o w: Gender Cops

Gender Cops
{ We need to call them on it, no?
"nno no", came the reply from stupormarket person
The abolition of gender cops, among the other various police types who tend to take up our time,
wanting to see under our jackets eyes // drawn to crotches, where expensive shop lifted _
" chocolate
. eénlarges my micro penis i
y “I've got a micro penis” // Someone in a pub heard me say // whe i
" beer // in the other the cock of their matep,one to the left, gtrange rlitit:;sc’;:ﬁ:glztj%ors i
: Laughter at the little ones // I"VE GOT A MICRO PENIS”, | shout loudly // all stop
' Genital Cops
Genital Cops
, dAi\::rll:ward silence then, they don't quite know what to do with pronouncements of little button
s
And if in ways more effective than this you can rid of us of their trace friend | say go for it
:1 c:gnot think of any purpose served by mentalities as these, fucking cops - better off they're
e

Differences possibly fragment You and me,
that cop in my head is beaten ugly left so long such the stench screams the scene as only the
best propaganda can // (it is kind to give back to the youth, necessary even too, yes)
M If you're a cop and I'm not | got to say I've a bit of a hard time / letting that one go
X Anteefa are the real fascists’
Who now is being cut down from a length of swinging rope? // Time to abolish the cops of all
m Stripes
¢ SatePol Homelessness Harassment Unit Cops, cops keeping us secure gathering intel. for a
i living, border cops, president cops and the ugly faces farted from the arse of the ghost of
Ainslinger, cops who'll leave ya be or give bags back to those who'll talk and those who'll
‘transact’, cops who take what they want for free and cops who sell it back, the civilian ‘cop’ who
tried to chase me down, when | was only hungry, the fucker, too many stripes of cops to mention
really. >
= Like Buddha said, 'if you see a cop on the road, run the bastard over'
I've one thing only left to say // albeit a bit out of place, (if you reckon so, regardless...) - :
¥ Heroin saved my Life. // I've one thing now left to say / it was that or it was Impulse is dead now, |

don’t want to see another hospital bed now, I'm close as fuck to do it right // First trip to the

flats in Carlton // Heroin, and I still Love it from time to time, darling heroin continues to at times.
Heroin saved my Life. =




Meet the irresistible, self-slyled “pussy slayer”
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Bored belween jobs..
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To steal a thing

| want to celebrate the cum

The welcomed seed

The honoured sperm Nu l@ -GONSENS‘ F \L 1
The white god goodness that has deep permission = gk '}
Power-filled welcoming of you, yummy Man, 0
Reaching in to me with a part of you N d i}

. Given so freely

Because you can, | ISTEALTHI"G!

Because | chose you,

You have earned this place deep within me s Is SEXUAL ABus

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOU REMOVE A
DURING SEX WITHOUT GETTING FURTHER CONSENT
SEXUAL PARTNER TO DO SO. &

Have you earned that?
Has your delicious cock been worshiped fully?
Because the man that owns that cock

Owns his power, clearly, without the need to steal hers? [

We have a thing we need to talk about Beautiful Men...
A Stealthing

| stayed with it for three days before it could find the words to understand.

ruis-CONSENS'AL
If we agreed to have sex with a condom — !

| still don’t understand

you have my consent

to have sex with a condom. E; : ;
‘STEALTHING’

If you choose to remove the condom,

then we are now having sex without my consent |S SEXUAL ABUSE-

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOU REMOVE A CONDOM .

Sex without consent is rape. DURING SEX WITHOUT GETTING FURTHER CONSENT FROM YOUR
SEXUAL PARTNER TO DO SO. : =

All of this is easy to understand.

What | don’t understand is how this even became a thing?
How does putting your cum where it ain’t invited be a thing?
When does getting off on getting away with stealthing... become a thing?

If you have earned the right to be fluid-bound,
To be held in such regard as to be opened to with my whole being,
my whole life at stake... another life if there’s a mistake in our calculations, NGi-CONSENSUAL

If you have that, it is because | gave it to you...

Snatching at that bit of latex don’t give you nothing, nothing but shame. ‘STEALTHING’ :
IS SEXUAL ABUSE.

_.D-‘ON,T YOU EVER PULL THAT SHlT on ANY WOMAN, EVER AGAIN. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD YOU REMOVE A

DURING SEX WITHOUT GETTING FURTHER COMSENT FROM YOUR
SEXUAL PARTNER TO DO SO,
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This piece is dedicated to Aye, one o_f the strongest, most
resilient, and most genuine people i have ever known

Every year I take me two weeks of paid holiday
And go off to the 3rd world with me mates to play
Last year I went to Bali, a bit of surf and bintang beer

This year Its back to Phuket, coz them Thai chicks aint so dear.
A couple days in Bangkok first, the sports bars in Patpong
Forget the bloody Mathildes, i watch the pussies play ping pong

Theres one chick down on cowboy, i see her everytime i visit

Coz the way she moans and screams, matel i know she doesn't fake it

P = 4

wk 3}
4 Ive been all over asia, g
mar,or dark ski

iven all the sluts a fry
e SKIN doesnt matter, theyre all pink on the inside
I love the culture over there, the chicks 46 anything you say
But ya gotta watch your wallet coz they’ll make you bloody pay
cks to g h 4

T
i

early, before ihy know what their worth
R.Coz shes sitting on a goldmine and you wanna drill it first .

And once she knows the bar game, theres only one thing on her mind,
how to get me plastered, and how to rob me blind.

They're all in it together to over charge my food and drinks
But its the principle that counts, and i refuse to pay the tips.

for just a buck or two its all seems so bloody petty,

But i’'m here to have my sac drained. not m Ilet em

e

I'v spent over a decade overseas, most of it in one part of Asia or another, and as a male presenting person now in their 7th decade of life,

(who in my younger & more attractive days was frequently in demand for paid sex), despite my best efforts to avoid them, some dickhead
reeking of his own piss and arrogance, will invariably attempt to instigate conversation with me.

I feel the need to point out that every line in the first part of this piece (I hesitate to call it poetry) has been overheard wo.rd for w?rd heard a
squawked from the thin lipped cake-holes of Aussie imbeciles. Not only have I heard each and every line above spoken - in fact, I've hea i
lot worse! i il

(For real, we had to edit some lines out because they just seemed too gra 0 offensive.




He got such an ugly nose

And is so pink and fat

With a stubby little cock

Ha, but i’d never tell him that

Crammed Full of dollars in his fridge
a Just half would buy laptops

o

*Thai for kungaroo a c0mmonly used
mcknume for men from this island

#on lhe oTherhun ih ery Happy Endmg snde isa dlshl!ahon of my own experlences and :ounl'less conversahons with sex worker friends

after long and 'ledlous nights - here and in many other cities.
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Shades of Liberty: Unveiling Sex Work Dynamics in Varied
Societies

Hailing from a town rich in British colonial history in Malaysia, | have always
been drawn to a divergent lifestyle that aimed to break taboos. In my teenage
years, | found myself immersed in a realm where financial limitations drove me
to seek unconventional connections. At 16, | became a 'sugar baby,' seeking
companionship with established men through an informal family social
network and the booming Facebook of that era, who offered extra pocket
money for my schooling years and round-trip domestic flight tickets from one
state to another. This showered me with a sense of freedom in a society with
limited opportunities for young men like me, marginalised due to my unstable
family base, low socioeconomic status, and sexuality.

Inspired by British legacies that evolved into histories in Malaysia, my
anglophile attitude propelled me to excel in learning English, resulting in
academic success and securing me a scholarship to study in the United
States. Persisting in my unconventional path as a 'sugar baby' in Colorado, |
delved into a plethora of first-time, novel experiences—exploring snowy
landscapes on road trips, navigating ski slopes, enjoying Jacuzzi moments,
dining at a range of personally chosen eateries, and even immersing myself in
the ambiance of an aquarium restaurant, all in the unique companionship with
my sugar daddy.

Upon my return to Singapore and Malaysia from the States, | had an ‘aha’
moment for myself. Despite the liberal attitudes in the U.S. towards
non-traditional relationship structures or lifestyles, | was surprised to learn
that, despite the prevalence of adult entertainment, prostitution was heavily
criminalised in the States. In the USA, laws regarding sex work vary by state,
ranging from criminalisation to partial or full decriminalisation. In some states,
the penalties appeared to be more severe, largely due to the history of
puritanical values, where laws against sex workers can be traced back to the
early colonial period when certain religious and cultural norms deemed it
unacceptable. This history influenced the moralistic approach towards sex
work. Additionally, laws against sex work were especially highlighted when |
read about my favourite UK actor, Hugh Grant, being arrested for receiving
fellatio from Divine Brown. This left me wondering and marvelling at the
screwed-up effects and consequences of the criminalisation of sex work on
sex workers.

Malaysia and Singapore, sharing a cultural and historical bond, have
similarities, but their distinct government approaches result in unique
outcomes for the sex industry. In Malaysia, corruption, like bribes to the police,




keeps sex work mostly underground. Singapore, not exactly cheering for sex
work, takes a more pragmatic stance, regulating and monitoring the industry,
making street-based work less visible than in Malaysia.

The contrast in how prostitution operates in these neighbouring nations
surprised me. Malaysia's got this underground thing going that can affect sex
workers’ access to healthcare, legal assistance, and other essential services,
potentially leading to exploitation. In contrast, Singapore takes a more chill
approach, with the government enforcing some rules that might provide a
more structured environment, potentially improving access to health and
support services. However, social stigma surrounding sex work still exists in
varying degrees, affecting the mental health and social standing of sex
workers. The differences in enforcement and tolerance levels left me taken
aback as | observed the contrasting dynamics of how sex work is handled in
these countries.

Thanks to my experience of not conforming to the heteronormative culture of
procreation, alongside my effeminate traits and same-gender loving, | faced
boycotts from my relatives and co-workers while working in Malaysia.
Subsequently, | fled to Melbourne, seeking asylum. Here, | encountered a stark
contrast in attitudes towards sex work. The decriminalisation and legality of
sex work made a profound difference, providing avenues to dignify my work
and seek support without fearing legal repercussions. The recognition of sex
work as a legitimate profession granted me a sense of agency and respect
absent in other places. Since April 2023, | have worked as a sensual masseur,
offering escort services alongside hot stone massage and deep tissue
massage.

This journey has been one of navigating societal norms, legal landscapes, and
cultural perceptions across different regions. Through it all, | have sought to
find spaces where | could pursue my choices with dignity and respect,
shaping my understanding of the world in profound ways.

Written by: Anonymous




Violet Queen (Na Mon Cheung)

“Ultimately, racism hurts us all”

I identified as a person of colour, an Asian Migrant sex worker, and English as my second
language. My parent and I were raised and born in a land that was a colony and later a
dependent territory of the British Empire from 1841 to 1997. Therefore, I am always
interested in discussing on how anti-trafficking intervention, colonisation, racism, and

Migrant sex workers affect our holistic health and its intersection issues.

Australian sex worker community is a diverse, multicultural community. Sex work also is
the world's oldest profession. Additionally, Australians identify with more than 270
ancestries. Therefore, cultural diversity is one of Australia's greatest strengths. It is also
central to Australia's and our sex worker community's identity.

Many of the new migrant sex workers feel a strong sense of belonging to the Australian
Sex workers' community, a feeling that deepens over time and years. However, the reality
is that too many individuals and migrants in the Australian sex workers' community
experience prejudice, discrimination and racism biased. It could come from authorities,
media, the public and within our sex industry .

Can we decline it? Racism does not exist!

Racism can have severe consequences for the people who experience it. It can shatter our
confidence and our sense of worth. It can undermine our ability to perform at work or in
our studies. It can also affect our physical, mental health and life expectancy. More
broadly, it isolates people from social and economic opportunities, entrenching



disadvantage, access and obtaining STI and HIV Health-related services. It adds
unnecessary costs to our workplaces and economy and works against our goal of building
a fair, inclusive Sex Workers community.

Ultimately, racism hurts us all!

Autonomous sex worker solidarity protest. Outside the Modern Slavery Conference, Naarm Melbourne, June 2023

At the time I written this article. I am finding that The Anti-Racism Strategy is needed for
our Australia sex worker community, and it is about working together to take actions
against racism in all its different forms, wherever we see or experience it.

Shall we consider committing to develop and implement the Anti-Racism Strategy for the
Australian sex workers community? Should our Strategy focus on Sex workers' community
awareness, education resources and community engaéement and underpin by research,
community consultation and evaluation done and lead by Australian Migrant sex workers.

The Anti-Racism Strategy aims to promote a clear understanding in the Sex worker's
community of what racism is and how it can be prevented and reduced.




...,\

The aims through three objectives: |

1. Create awareness of racism and how it affects individuals and the
broader sex worker community. '

. Identify, promote, and build on good practice initiatives to prevent and
reduce racism, and

3. Empower Sex workers, communities, and individuals to take action to
prevent and reduce racism and to seek redress when it occurs.

The primary awareness-raising and engagement activity within the
Strategy is racism. Let's Stop it together! Racism affects Sex workers Holistic
Health Campaign.

- :

The Campaign aims to:

e Ensure more Australia's sex workers recognise that racism is
unacceptable within and outside our community.

e Give Australia's sex workers the tools & resources to take practical action
against racism.

e Empower individuals, sex workers & sex workers' organisations to

prevent & respond effectively to racism.
>
Across Australia, some sex workers and sex worker organisations are doing

great things to reduce and prevent racism. Therefore, this Campaign is not \J
about reinventing the wheel:

We want to learn from past achievements and challenges. However, we find it
~ is often, particularly to the people working on the ground within sex workers'
communities or specific culturally diverse environments, who have the best
understanding of the issues and ideas of how to overcome them and believe
that the most effective way to make a difference in the incidence of racism is
to encourage and coordinate these effort : ’,

£



The Campaign will:

1.

To commit to the Campaign and develop anti-racism activities.

. Ask individuals to become part of a community of people who are committed

to leading by example.

. Offer advice and assistance to supporters in implementing their anti-racism

activities.
Develop materials to assist in the promotion of anti-racism messages.

. Develop education tools for a range of audiences in the sex workers

cominunity.

. Share good practice examples for others to learn from and build on.

Facilitate linkages and partnerships between our supporter organisations.

By doing this, we hope to create a culture where people can identify racism and have

the confidence and tools to act when it does occur.

CHODSING 0 TRAVEL AND SEX WORK BIVES
US FREEDOM, YQUR RACISM AND STEREDTYPES
CORFINES US

/ WEEARK A EDOD INCOME ARD
; HAVE WORKPLACE , -
SATISFACTION AND A 600D \ 25
LEVEL OF KHOWLEDGE 0F '
SEXUAL HEALTH
SERVICES AND OUR
WORKPLACE RIGHTS

WE DON'T CROSS
BORDERS CROSS US
CROSSBORDERSYDNEY.ORG




Welcome to the ‘Barely Legol Skrip Club’ Make sure you Hip well or you'll gef blocked!
Created by Emma From SWEAR W.A.




Upgrading fa the VIP where | can hustle his money, drinking champaz and snorting lines




0Oh No! | spent all my cash on lappies!
What will the missus say?

Dave spent all his money on beers nok habes.
Don't be like Dave




Oh youre ABSOLUTELY the Funniest,
most attactive man ['ve ever seen!
Shall we go For adance?

Starlet showing sex workers are motha
- Fuckin kick arse HUSTLERS.
Make that bank babe!

Edited and captioned by Eva La Raine
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Cum Rag (CR): Welcome to the interview, and many thanks for agreeing to speak to the Cum Rag and
sharing your story and perspective with us. .

Can you please tell us who you are and your background as a sex worker and activist?

Deborah Leticia (DL): | am Deborah Leticia. | am from Uganda, and | am currently seeking asylum in

Australia.
In Uganda, | have done human rights activism and sexual and reproductive health advocacy fgr
marginalized communities, with a specific focus on LGBTIQ. | have worked around a lot of projects, both
human rights and advocacy, and strengthening the policy environment within our country to make it more

viable for marginalized communities, especially sex workers.

DL: It's something | forgot to mention; | am a lesbian woman livin
after realizing that there is a lot of stigma people living with HIV a
access to treatment and other sexual reproductive services.

g withl HIV. I got involved in this work
re .f-acmg and how this stigma hinders

So | draw my passion and confidence from the issues that are affecting women, especially queer sex
workers, because | am a sex worker. When you look at the disparities that we face as queer sex workers,
access to treatments is very poor, and human rights policies are very poor. When we think about diversity
and inclusion, we are not included.

g for the rights of women, especially sex workers, and people living with HIV, to

LB © My passion is advocatin the 1
i‘ﬁ challenge stigma and diSCFim“’_‘?’fof- = T T

& f NOT

i paey UG ¥ §
1 Ku I1HE SRAT2 4, F - . =
Rt b = B ' 3 s
B - A e - e —— 5 ey

My
B CR: Can you tell us about the sex work legislative framework in Uganda, and the ways that sex workers
R work?
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QL: Being a sex worker in Uganda is so challenéing!
First and foremost, being a sex worker is legally, religiously, socially, and culturally unacceptable in
Uganda. And so that makes you vulnerable multiple times. If someone is a refugee, if they're living with
HIV, if they're a sex worker, if they're a lesbian woman, they're going to face multiple stigmas and
discrimination. = - —

T— " 1
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When it comes to the legal environment, for sex workers, it is very hostile. We have policies like the
Sexual Offenses Bifl*, which does not lend us much favor in the community. And when the law deems you
wrong, automatically society is also going to deem you wrong.
We have the HIV Prevention and Control Act™*, which says if someone has evidence that you've infected
“® “them with HIV—and, of course, they'll have evidence because I'm a sex worker and I'm living with
HIV—so that evidence is enough for them to take you to court, and the court can sue you, and there are a
lot of penalties that can come from that.
There's also the Anti-Homosexuality Act***, which the President signed into power in May this year. This
bill infringes on the rights of the LGBTIQ community. The bill has really infringed on the communities’
| rights and it has given the general public the power to be violent to sex workers. It has a lot of penalties,
including imprisonment.
People in brothels, brothel managers, lodge managers, friends, and even family members of women who
are lesbian are affected and can be imprisoned. So, it infringes on a number of our rights. The
Constitution of Uganda, Chapter 4, is about human rights and human freedom. But | do not have freedom.
| cannot access freedom in my country, even though the constitution gives me freedom as a human
being. It is really embarrassing when we consider that human rights are in the Constitution, but we also
have these Bills in our country. | T T g ]
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It affects access to services, especially sexual health services, and community health. For caaniple, |

; cannot even currently go to my doctor and say that I'm a lesbian woman. They might take me to the:

| police. If violations happen, | cannot go and report them to the police because the police are waiting to
target people like me. 3 T 17

This makes the legal environment worse. Since the Bill was introduced, we have had a lot of evictions
from houses, a lot of community organisations have been closed, and we have struggled to get funding
for community projects from international donors. The World Bank is no longer working in Uganda. They
said they closed the projects they fund in-country because of the Bill. The UNHCR (United Nations High
Commission for Refugees) also left and closed their offices in the country. These are offices that were
providing funding to the community sector. The government doesn't fund community programs. We are a
donor-dependent country. That means that the organizations formed by sex workers and other diverse
people are dependent on donor funding. Even the health system needs funds from international donors.
And currently, because of these international donors withdrawing from the country in response to the Bill,

‘community access to health care is impacted. s ‘\““‘_,._____ 2
e — < WA\ it W

|' . 2 .
(E. slr%?caeldv?/itmi ?ha;fcfj;%pn—:n c.?nter_?H These drop-in centers really help sex workers to access health
| service: unities. They are very confidential services, but th b i i
limited in how they can operate becau i : e e e
se of funding. In order to run a drop-in t
| lab tech. You have to have a doctor. Sy bl e
; oﬂ , you have to have a nurse. The government does not financi
‘ . ; [ all
ﬁ_ﬂl ?aucﬁlpi)tgite tgensuergéoapr;ldnz,t sgr:trnrgg.wr;as a huge effort from the organization to facilitate a health worke¥ to
Ical personnel. You also have to have medication! If these servi :
) ol ! ices were
well-funded, sex workers and otherﬁpommunltles would have access to really comprehensive health care.

|

Sex workers and other
communities find these
types of services easier to
access because they are
stigma-free, and there is
no attitude from health
workers. It's also a
favorable environment in
terms of migratory health
and other services. So
someone is really able to
-access a very
comprehensive health
care package. But there
are not enough of them,
and they all lack funding.
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CR: How much
| involvement has there

been by sex workers in
| these services, and to

| what extent have sex ;
_workers been able to take |
on leadership positions
within these types of
| community services?
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DL: Different organizations are run differently, but most have processes for peer involvement and see the
value of peer participation in service delivery. We have peers working at health facilities;and we have
peers engaged at the community level. These peers work hand-in-hand with these health organizations to
make sure that there are clear pathways for people who need to access sexual health and other services.
- We also work directly with health services to train healthcare workers in good quality, stigma-free services

for communities. We have also been able to advacate for the community at health facilities, and there is
always a health worker who is centred to lead the key population clinical health days. They act as a
primary contact point for peers engaging with the service and use peer education and peer advocacy
principles to support people in navigating the service. They can help people access PREP, PEP, HIV
treatment medication, sexual commodities (condoms, etc.), testing kits, and family planning materials.
Many sex workers say that having a community peer in a service makes them feel more comfortable, and
community peers play an important role in how they access health care. : ;

CR: Can you share how sex workers have self-organized at the local, national, and regional levels around
sex worker rights issues, and tell us about some of the sex worker organizations that exist?

P T e kid ;_‘,"" i . “ \ . "'* ‘_

DL: We have strengthened the sex worker-led movement by recognizing diversity within our communities
and making space to actively include sex workers of all genders—female, male, and other genders. This
H is key when it comes to sex worker community organizing and sex worker leadership in Uganda.
+ % We have the Uganda Network of Sex Work-led Organizations, which has spearheaded and forefronted
c engagement and leadership, particularly in ensuring that organizations that are working for sex workers
= are led by sex workers. There is a structure that recognizes the diversity of sex workers’ experiences and
ensures this diversity is reflected in membership and sex worker leadership. We have sex worker
organizations that focus on transgender people, and we have organizations that are focusing on women
sex workers. We also have organizations that are focused on male sex workers, in all their different
diversities.
The sex work movement in Uganda has strong partnerships with different organizations across the
country, including women-led organizations that are part of the national feminist movement. In these
spaces, we recognize diversity of thought and opinion, but we continue to advocate for sex worker rights.
We don't want to be in a room where we are only hearing trans or homophobia. We want to see a room
where we are free to champion our rights and to be in a room where we can advocate for space and
represent our issues nationally and internationally. f Y E '
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' At the regional level, we have the African Sex Workers Alliance (ASWA), who play a really big role_ in
ensuring that programs for sex workers are implemented and led by sex workers and are responsive to
the needs of sex workers. ASWA also represents us in international spaces. They always make sure that
they give a platform to different sex worker-led organizations in these spaces, and they als_o carry out

leadership training for sex worker organizations, projects, and networks from all across {\frtca. _ =y .

The ASWA board involves sex workers from different regions of Africa—the Eastern region, the Southern f

region, the Western region. All these representatives collaborate together in the regional space. .

b | £ ; ' :

Sex workers also participate at the national and international levels and are represented on the Global
Fund’s Regional and Country Coordinating Mechanism.

Leadership in the sex worker space is driven by not leaving anyone behind and recognizing the need for
M‘ diversity in different programs. Afso: makinﬁgsure that sex workers work for sex workers!

P T i .~ N

CR: Can you tell us about the Sex Worker Academy Africa, when it's held, how it's organized, and what
the academy’s content involves? -

5 s-* ™ R

DL: The Sex Worker Academy Africa is organized by ASWA, the African Sex Workers Alliance. Every
academy involves sex worker participants from different sex worker groups from different African
countries. The academy is held in Kenya, so | had the opportunity to travel from Uganda to Nairobi,
Kenya.

| attended the academy in 2021. It was a very exciting moment. We got a lot of information about key
populations, sexual and reproductive health rights (SRHR), HIV/AIDS, but also strategies for
strengthening our advocacy, developing community-led programs, and participating in community
advisory boards. We talked about leadership and governance for sex workers and became more familiar
with what transitioning means for sex workers and supporting someone who is transitioning.

T T s
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i insi iti i t for sex workers. It is really engaging, and there is
ademy is an insightful and exciting environmen S rec
;—Tgtao? diverge work that requires active participation. You are alwzys workmhg lr! grr\oups,neia:g ige;;i? are
|18 i . Everyone sits in a country group to discuss wnat is happe
! grouped according to country. > sits o e
i for sex workers. At the end of the faculty,
country and how you can improve the 5|tuat|.0n ‘ ol
ing is gi lement a 6-month project. The country group
of funding is given to each country group to iImp . . e
i i i j Il develop and implement when you retu
to decide what kind of community project you wi _ r / :
;%?ﬁtlr;ec;l community. We use the skills we have developed, and the information we've learned to guide
this process. . _
[ reaFI)Iy, really loved the academy; it was very energ{zrr__]g,ﬂand everyone was very supportive.
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The academy also involved a site visit to a best practice peer project. We visited Hoymas*** a male sex

rop-in space, outreach projects, and community
, bi, transgepder men. We had the opportunity to ask them
ind to consider how we could use these strategies in Uganda. !

DL: The fact that sex work is criminalized in U

% . ganda has ot siopped sex workers from working because
sex work is our work! *

Some sex workers work on the street; other sex workers are based at ‘hot spots’. We also have brothels,
of course, and we also have escorts, but | think escorting is not so common in Uganda because of the
high cost. Then there are mobile sex workers’- workers who are always moving from place to place.
Some are digital workers - they have a big social media presence and are always online finding clients
this way.
It's up to the person to decide how they want to do their work. Some ways of working will suit a person
more than another.
sl |t's very challenging to work on the street because there is a lot of police brutality and violence towards
o :g?';g:ft sex workers. Because of stigma and discrimination, life can be difficult for sex workers who get
RS recognized working on the street, especially if it's within a community that you've been in for a long time.
| EaL And then other sex workers travel between different hotspots - maybe | live at a certain place, and then I'l
travel to go to another place to do my work.

So, everyone has to decide on how they want to do their work, and of course, sex worker organizations
are available to support our peers. : o

There's not a lot of police protection for sex workers, despite sex worker organizations puftting a lot of time
Into undertaking relationship building and trying to create partnerships with them. We have done a lot of
_training on how we can work with them, and we have tried to explain the position of sex workers, but there

Is still a high level of violence from the police towards us. We have also done outreach to many sex
workers to make sure they understand the government and police restrictions on sex work.
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e Now is a difficult time for many sex workers, but we are not stopping! :




“The Sexual Offences Bill, signed into law in May 2021, categorizes all same-sex fntimgcy asan
‘unnatural offence” (alongside bestiality) and punishes consensual same-sex relations with 10 years in
prison. This Bill also includes a ban on sex work, oral and anal sex for all couples, and mandatory, forced,|

** The HIV Prevention and Control Act, introduced in 2014, includes mandatory H!V testing for
pregnant women and their partners and allows a medical provider to disclose a pat;entjs HIvV statqs to
others. The bill also criminalizes HIV transmission, attempted transmission, and behaviour that might

result in transmission.

The Anti-Homosexuality Bill stated that its object was to 'establish a comprehensive and enhanced
legislation to protect the traditional family’ by: prohibiting same-sex sexual relations and their ‘promotion
or recognition’; strengthening measures to 'deal with emerging.. .threats to the traditional, heterosexual
family'; and ‘protecting [Ugandan culture from] sexual rights activists seeking fo impose their values of
sexual promiscuity’. Although same-sex relationships were already illegal in Uganda, the new 2023 laws
(which were passed with support from 341 of 389 members of Parfiament) infroduced the death penalty
for acts considered “aggravated homosexuality.” This specifically targets "serial offenders”. sex with
persons older than seventy-five, sex with a disabled or mentally ill person, and same-sex acts committed
by a person with a previous homosexuality conviction. Anyone advocating for the rights of LGBT people,
(including activists, staff in health promotion projects, human rights organizations, and NGOs, and those
providing financial support to LGBTIQ organizations) can face up to 20 years prison for the “promotion or

normalization of homosexuality.”
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*** In December 2013, the Ugaridériﬁl_:’arliame_nt passed-an act prohibiting sex between people of tf_re
same gender. Western media deemed-the actthe “Kifl the Gays Bill” due to death penalty clauses in‘the

Bilf's original version.
This Act was overturned by therConstitutional Court of Uganda in 2014; however, a more repressive

ge;sion of the Bill (the Anti-Homosexuality Bill) was proposed 9 years later and was sighed into law in
023.

**** In 2015, Ugandan Parliamentarians initially attempted to introduce anti-homosexuality laws that
included life imprisonment sentences for "aggravated homosexuality”. Within a month of these laws being
: announced, up to 100 gay and bisexual men fled Uganda to seek asylum in the neighboring country of
"l Kenya. Sir}ce 2015, Hoymas’ work has involved offering support, community, and healthcare services to
,| =¥l gay and bisexual men, and male sex workers, fleeing persecution in Uganda.
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Many thanks to J.J./turtle who volunteered their time to transcribe this interview and
developed the draft introduction
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(Note: in what can ondy be understood as an adherence to respeclubility potitics, some ser worker projects have
begun referring fo this day as ‘international sex workers' day” - oatensitly, confionted and uncomfortable by
dex werkiers' chooaing Lo self iddentify as “whores”, The rebranding of this day le be more palatable’, serves only
Lo undermine the incredible aclions undertatien by whores on 2 June, 1975, and risks diluling the unigue
cultures of our movement throngh proceases of revisionism.)

(718 you may notice in the surrounding pages qftﬁ/): zine, twe have very brigfly summarized the |
purpese and background lo these 4 days. f you are keen to learn more, we twelcome you to mh}
contac! Viven for a chal with a sex worker who i3 familiar with the whore-stories (histortes) of

the sex wotfer rights movement, and will entlusiastically share their knotoledge and
b resources with yott.)
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G{igﬁﬁ Day/s

:

Tnternational

- | The event was organised by Durbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee, a Kolkata-based sex

Although sex workers had already begun to self-organise in other countries, the actions
worker network that has over 50,000 active members.

undertaken by sex workers in France were the first to attract significant media attention and
instigate conversations about criminalisation, led by sex workers. Subsequently, these
actions are recognised as the birth of the contemporary sex worker rights movement.







International Whores Day, Mural

or more sex workers incidents of

Act 2019 (Positive Duty) was .
orgs can represent on behalf of 1
discrimination.

decriminalised all areas of sex
| implemented in Jan 2024.

*Notably in 2020 this mural was
| work.

| painted also coinciding with the
| implementation of the Sex

| Industry Act 2019 that

| The last part of the Sex Industry
| Positive Duty means sex worker

December 17, International Day to End
| Violence Against Sex Workers, Mural
| 2020
To mark December 17, known as D17,
the International Day to End Violence
Against Sex Workers, NT sex workers
and our organisations, the Sex Waorker

il Outreach Program Northern Territory

| (SWOP NT) and the Sex Worker
Reference Group (SWRG) came together
to paint a mural in Austin Lane that
honours sex workers who have died and
to call for Anti-Discrimination reform to
prevent violence against us as sex
workers.

Mental Health and the

Pride of our Diverse
Communities Mural 2023
Peers from the Sex Workers

| Outreach Project NT, the

Sex Worker Reference
Group, and Sex Workers
Who Use Drugs network, for
the first time, invited the

Northern Territory queer

community to join our paint

| action.

This mural is reflecting on
the power of our LGBTIQA+
and sex working

communities and mental
health. Recognising impacts
of stigma and celebrating
our resilience.
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NT May Day
Anti-Discriminatio
n Mural 2021

Targeting

Anti-discrimination
protections for May
Day 2021.

*The modernisation
of the NT
Anti-Discrimination
Actin 2023 now
includes 'sex work’
and ‘sex worker’ as
protected attributes.

Anti-Discrimination
Act
https://legislation.nt.
aov.au/Search/~/link
.aspx?_id=CC1ABE
D73BDE459085AD9

03F88351258&amp:
z=z
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